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Threatens ,‘to.' Shuffle
Entire Berkeley School System |
itree Seeks Your

n

Berkeley Voters passed bond
Measure A inthe Spring ol 1992 L0 remedy
Selamic weaknesses In schaal bl laings and
Lo repalr and improve schoo) sites-
work Lhat has been neglected for m

Specific amants of money were allotted
Lo Individual sites-some for mandatory
repairs, and some tor discretionary
Prysical Improvements. To detarmine PO
lo use these discretlonary funds,
committees were formed at each site,
These commlttees operate Aretlty much
independently of One anctrer, and report 1o a
central, somewnat cumbersoma, Task Force

Since some schoals in the district nave
Lo be re-built completely, members of those
communities Look the opportunity to
reconsider schoo! structure, gqrade
configurat lon, meathods of Integration, and a
return to the concept of the ne Ighborhood
schnoal. Quite Suddenly, these
discussions mushroomed into z
alstrict-wlde re-evaluation ofr grade
configuration and eaucational
philasophy, Intraducing concepts like
5Cnoo) choice , magnet schools, etc, -

In late November, the Superintendent
of Berkeley Public Schoals asked each schog)
site Lo determine Its stand on some of the
fallowing 15sues: 1) Schaal slze, 2) Grade
conflguration, and J) Integratlon There is
d tremendaus amount at stake. Seyeral

schools want to change the present

scheme from a3 K-3
conliguration.

o a K-S

Lnfortunately, these “declisions™ are

ary years. .

belng made by each site withaut consigeration
for the system as a whole. Indiviouz! schaals

.are requesting to be a K-5 schael, for

Instance, witnout regerd Lo what trat does to
the populations of other schoals ana without
regard far how that will dlsrupt. the
district-wige
Integratiaon.

- TheLeConte Meas.re A Site Committee
Was nol was nat farmed untl) early December

The district has expecled s samerow Lo form -

d committee, evaluate the many and complex
195ues, plan and nold 2 community forum to
explain and discuss these Issues, and create,
distribute and evaluate a commun!ty survey
on the subject. All this was to be completed
Dy .Januag: ath (recently postponea until
January 24th)| : :

- Needless to say, this has been an
Impossible task, We fee! tnat the entire
process, district-wide, has been naphazard,
rnushed, and severely limited Inoutreaon and
range of participation. The LeConte
“Measure A® Site Committee has
prepared a gredfimifnaryposition. we
MUsT now TInd out wnether or not other
LeConte parents agree witn tnis position
Please let us hear fram you, so that
We can better represent LeConte,

kpr FCurrent Syste

LeConte enJoys Its high degree of
Integration by drawing students from one

eograpnically connected area of Berkeley,
Ehhke somie other K-3 schools in Berkeley,
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we go not have a large portion of our students
bussed In from a separated, far-removed
partion of the city. Therefore, our community
IS spared the problems that the ragical
Dussing amrangement can sometimes cause.
This makes it easy Tor LeConte to |dentify
with ILS community.

As a K-J school, the LeConte
school bullding allows room for three
classes per grade level, The total student

populat ion IS about 350, IT LeConte were *

to change to a K-S schoo!l, there could
only be Lwo classes (or perhaps even only
| 1/2) per grade level. wnile one of two
classrooms might be added (at the expense of
some other program, such as on-site
chilacane, WINGS, etc.), the tota! population
could not Increase by much  AS a consequince,
some familles wha are currently zoned
into the LeConte district would
necessarily be assigned to other
schools. How this geterminatlon would be
made 1S not yet resolved

The present arrangement of
grades—K=J at LeConte and 4~ at Malcolm
X=was implemented In 1960 as a part of
a gistrict-wide strategy to Integrate ail
5chools in Berkeley., The arrangement
d150 nas an educational ratlonale; It provides
small, intimate schools [or younger
students, and larger schoals with more
resources for older students, By
grouning many 4 through 6 ¢1assrooms at
cne site It Is possible to of fer more programs
for chlldren in these grades than would be
possible at indiviosa] k=6 sites where there

would be no more than tbwo classrooms per
prade level, :

te Si ittee's Position

The LeConte S1te Committee
believes Lhat for most LeConte
children and familles the current
scheme 18 working well. LeConte and
Malcoim X are excellent schools, ana
we ook Torward to Sending our
children from one Lo the next.

while some proponents of K=5
schoals cite the trans!tion from one scnool te
anatner at 4th grade as a diff {cult problem,
1S has nat been the experience of the Malcolm
X parents who have responded to Measure A
Surveys. In Tact, most cite the larger
programs as a superior advantage for their
chilaren. We 0o recognize that the trans(tion

can, however, be fine=tuned by providing
more Contacl and communication between Lhe
two schools

we believe that the excellence
of these two schools is a result of
ycars of concerted effort on the part
of principals, teachers, staff, and
parents. A district-wide change of
qrade conflguration would be chaotic.
Determining district lines and methods of
assigning students to scnoals, Implementing
Lhose assignments, physically re-locating
classrooms and aupplles, bullding new schoo)
communitles and lacully/aoministration
teams, and 50 on would Lake a tremendous
amnount of time, energy, resources and funds.
Measure A, by law, provides nelther funds
nor administrative salarles for these
pLr poses.

+ auch changes would be Justified
enly 1f they would correct significant
faults In the existing system. Decause
we do nhot Tind great fault, we

recommend agalnst Lhis major change,

TheLeConteMezsure ASite Committee

places foremost value on Integration and ™

diversity. We are concerned Lhat In the
course of implementing the consldered
changes, we wlll lose school Integration in
the shuffle. Inaddition, we fear that the
disruption, will divert construct ive energy
a@nd diminish the overall guality of education
and Cause the INLegrily of the district Lo
aisintegrate.

we bellieve that the concern of
the District should be the success of
all children throughout the district. The
DIstrict has spent several years studying
causes and solutlons to problems raced oy
students. we feel thal our resources
should Instead be devoled to Lhe

implementation of the Strateglc Plan,
W1Ch was the outcome of that analysis.

=fiis Is only & Oralt, Formu/aied by some
Members of he Lelonle Tiecasure A® Site
Cammiiise; Bruce Wicinaa, Representatlve La
Super Intendenl’s Task Force, 0= | 797 Dena Delzer,
PTA Presicent, Gela-0342; L1z Brown, (alsd moember
of Malcolm X Sile Commitles) Bal-4061; and Kalima
Hose, :

Other members of Site Commitbes who have
nal wonied on Lhis dralt, but con be contacted for .
Iinfarmation Darbara Penoy =James, Principal, Loulse
foSenkrantr, Trai:hln:; Stalf, Parepls: Susan
Emerson; Diane Coluarn; Slaane Thomas; Kal ima Nose:
ATy AR, CHE Taruz|; Haney Wilcon: DEnise James,
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